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Principal’s Message 

I want to thank you all  for your support since my appointment 

as Principal in August 2021. It has been a very busy term with 

lots of hard work done by all. I want to thank all our children, 

families, teachers and other staff for their commitments to keep-

ing our school a safe place for teaching and learning. Please 

continue with all measures to ensure that we can all have safe 

and healthy Christmas and New Year 2022. I’m sure Santa will 

be glad to know that the children have put in a great term of 

work. We see them being so good each and every day. We wish 

you all a happy and safe Christmas with your families. 

Seasonal Events       
Dates for your Diary 

Christmas Jumper Day:                   
Friday 17h December – in aid of 

Barnardos 

Christmas Holidays:                   
Wednesday 22nd December 

@12pm 

School Re-opens:                        
Thursday 6th January 2022 

Happy Holidays!!! 

 

 

See you all in 2022! 

Home School Community Liaison Teacher (HSCL)  
& Parent Courses   Mrs. Murphy has been very busy this 

term linking with parents of 6th class pupils and their families as 

they make their decisions about secondary school. This term, par-
ents also had the opportunity to attend cookery classes and we will 

keep you informed by text of any classes coming up in the new 
year. Parents also engaged in a Cyber-Bullying Workshop. (See 
over for more details) 

Receiving Sacraments  Our 3rd clas-

ses received their First Holy Communion on 

Saturday 2nd October 2021. It was a very 

special, long awaited occasion for these 

children, their families and their teachers. 

Our 6th Class pupils of 2021 were also con-

firmed on Wednesday 13th October after a 

full day’s work in their new secondary 

schools. Well done to all involved in prepar-

ing for and organising these ceremonies in 

difficult times. Thanks to Ms.McLoughlin & 

Mrs. Lee for the beautiful church music . 

Parent Teacher Meetings  

Our annual parent teach-
er meetings were held at 
the end of November. 
Once again, due to Covid 
19 restrictions, we were 
unable to host our suc-
cessful Family Meeting 
Day in the school hall. 
Alternatively, our staff 
arranged phonecalls to 
each of our parents as it is 
still vitally important that 
teachers get the chance to 
update parents on their 
child's progress and to get 
parental feedback at these 
meetings. Thank you to 
teachers and parents alike 
for keeping the lines of 
communication open dur-
ing this time. 

SSE (School Self-Evaluation) Focus Staff and management 

have been busy this term prioritising areas of literacy and nu-

meracy at whole school level. It is vital that we continue to pro-

mote and focus on areas of Maths and English after the lockdown 

periods over the last two years in order to maintain progress and 

improvements. Please engage in our upcoming parent and pupil 

questionnaires which will be sent out shortly. 

Recent SNA Retirements 

We would like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank Mrs. Kathleen 

Curley for her many years of 

hard work as an S.N.A in our 

school.  She assisted many of our 

pupils over the last twenty years 

with great care, kindness and 

professionalism. She also kept a 

caring eye on many more 

throughout the school day and 

will be greatly missed in our 

classrooms, yards, staffrooms 

and corridors. We wish her great 

health and happiness in her re-

tirement years. Go n-eiri an bo-

thar lei! 

Charitable  Events Thank you to all who contributed 
so kindly to our Non-Uniform Halloween Dress Up Day in Oc-
tober to help those Haiti—we were delighted to donate €467 to 
a very worthy cause.   

Oh yes it is!!!  

Oh no it isn’t!! 

Once again this year, our 
pupils have a real treat to 
look forward to at the end of 
the term. Since we cannot 
get involved in our own 
Christmas Performances as 
we do  EVERY year- the 
school has arranged for the 
concert to come to us. The 
school will stream the Dublin 
Helix Pantomime ‘Red Rid-
ing Hood’ over the week 
16th—22nd December. We 
are so excited for this and we 
hope to learn lots of tips for 
our own shows next year! 

Anti-Bullying Messages 

throughout the school to 

encourage kindness and 

wellbeing for all 

Communion Art—assisted 

by Ms.Stapleton. 

Parents’ Association Our Parent’s Association met via Zoom on 8th 

December. Our PA have assisted the school this year with updating poli-

cies regarding behaviour, child protection, admissions and safety state-

ments.  All of our updated policies can be viewed online . We would love 

to inform you of our upcoming AGM in January 2022 and extend a 

warm welcome to anyone who wishes to help out in any way.  

Incidental School Inspection 3/12/21 The school was vis-
ited by our school inspector recently to evaluate the practices we 
have in place for Covid 19 safety. We are delighted to say that we 
have been fully compliant in all areas and were commended for 
all our work and efforts to keep the school a safe place for all. 
Let’s continue working together to keep safe.  

B.O.M - Many thanks to 

the members of our school 

Board of Management for 

their time and commitment to 

our school during these times.  
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Sports News  -  Climbing Fun, Outdoor Ball skills and Senior Football Teams       

Music & the Arts 2021 We are delighted to link with Hilary from Music Generation this year and 
our 3rd/4th classes are learning to play the Ukulele in their bubbles and pods. We look forward to hear-
ing them soon. Our school choir recently recorded  beautiful Christmas songs for the RTE Angelus. They 
can be seen and heard each Friday evening over the Christmas period before the 6pm News. We hope to 
resume our School Orchestra sessions in the new year.  5th Class budding writers met online  with fa-
mous author David Walliams, author of ‘Gangsta Granny’, who inspired them greatly - you can read 
more about this on our school website. 

Green Schools & Tidy Towns  W e are 
currently working on the Green Schools 
initiative with a focus on “Global Citizen-
ship & Marine Environments”.  2nd & 5th 
Classes are signed up for some “Water 
Wishes” workshops in early 2022 through 
GOAL global citizenship. Dale Treadwell 
from Heritage in schools visited our 2nd, 
3rd & 4th Classes in Autumn and hosted 
fun outdoor lessons with the pupils.   

St. Mary’s encourages active healthy lifestyles and this year is no different. Teachers and pupils have adapted and planned 
for movement and skill lessons outdoors. Many classes enjoyed outdoor walks ‘Walk a mile with a Smile’ in September and 
October.  Teachers are also taking advantage of the dry days and getting outside for many short bursts of games and physi-
cal activity. Senior Infants & 1st Classes enjoyed GAA this term while 2nd & 3rd practised their soccer skills. 5th Class had 
their Aquatics/Swimming lessons in the Sports Centre. Many teachers are sharing their love of basketball with their pupils.  

Cyber Safety Workshop  Th is term, Mrs, Murphy  arranged  a work -

shop for the parents of 6th Class pupils. This outlined the importance  of ‘Cyber

-Safety’ in the lives of their children at school and at home.  Valuable lessons in 

keeping safe online, respecting others and various cyber rules whilst enjoying 

the internet in a safe monitored manner were outlined. It is vital that parents 

monitor their own child’s activity on online platforms in order to ensure their 

safety.  Thanks to all who attended.  

Seesaw—Online Learning Platform  Once a gain, u pon ou r retu rn in Septem ber  2021, staff sou ght to  en su re that a  

unified approach to Digital Learning was in place throughout the school by implementing our online platform, Seesaw. This allows the 

children to save work to their digital profile, it allows pupils to submit assignments or homework to teacher, to watch tutorials from 

teacher whilst also acting as a form of assessment. This platform has served us very well throughout any school closures and we thank 

the teachers for their commitment to teaching and learning. It is not permitted to share Seesaw content on any other online platform or 

on social media. Once connected, parents can also view their own child’s work and communicate  with the class teacher.  

Seasonal Art in our School - Well Done Jakub from 2nd Class on your recent win in Credit Union Art 

Athlone Christmas Lights Event  Our 5th classes re-

cently pre-recorded Christmas songs which were played by 

‘Athlone Festivals & Events’ Facebook Live as Santa arrived to 

turn on the Christmas Lights at the Civic Square on December 

5th. It was great to be involved remotely again this year. 

Thanks to Philip (Chairperson of our B.O.M) for his recording 

expertise.  
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Foodies Lunches We have been very lucky 

once again this year to have been allocated 

funding to provide the children with a morning 

snack and a healthy lunch. The children are 

enjoying the variety of lunches on offer and 

seem to be happy having the option to choose 

their lunch of choice every second week.  


